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SUBJECT:MARCOS STATEMENT RE MARTIAL LAW IN MINDANAO 

REF: MANILA 3009 

1 . DEPARTMENT INTRIGUED BY REPORTED MARCOS STATEMENT TO 
PMA CADETS (PARA 1 B REFTEL) THAT HE HAS ORDERED 
"SUSPENSION" OF MARTIAL LAW IN 13 SOUTHERN PROVINCES. 

2. WHILE THERE OBVIOUS APPARENT PARALLEL TO "FREE DEBATE" 

PERIODS PRECEDING VARIOUS REFERENDA, IS EMBASSY AWARE OF 
ANY PREVIOUS OCCASION WHEN WORDING "SUSPENSION OF MARTIAL 
LAW" HAS BEEN UTILIZED? 

3. WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING TEXT, IF OBTAINABLE, OF 
REPORTED "ORDER," AND EMBASSY'S COMMENTS ON SUBSTANCE AND 
SIGNIFICANCE. WHAT EFFECT, EVEN FOR INTERIM PERIOD, DOES 
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EMBASSY SEE "SUSPENSION" AS HAVING IN SUCH FIELDS AS 
DETENTION, CURFEW, APPLICABILITY OF WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS, 

LEGALITY OF FIREARMS AND OTHER SUBJECTS COVERED BY 
MULTITUDINOUS MARTIAL LAW DECREES? HAVE ANTI-MARTIAL LAW 
LAWYERS SOUGHT JUDICIAL RELIEF FROM ANY REGULATIONS ISSUED 
UNDER MARTIAL LAW AUTHORITY? DURING WHAT PERIOD IS 
SUSPENSION TO BE IN EFFECT? 
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